
     

 

 

                                                                

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Hello everyone, 

As you may have already heard from various 
media outlets over the last few days the covid 
guidelines for schools are in the process of 
changing once again. The following will apply to 
primary schools, but please be aware that we will 
not be instantly going back to what school looked 
like in 2019. As I have outlined in previous 
newsletters, we are taking a “slowly, slowly” 
approach with “health and safety” at the core of 
all our decisions 

Health and safety of our students, who present 
with a variety of medical needs, health and 
safety of our parents and carers who also 
present with an array of medical issues and 
immunocompromised cases, and, the health 
and safety of our staff. We have a number of 
staff who present with medical issues and also 
have an immunocompromised status. Without 
staff, we cannot cater for our students. Our 
bottom line is that we will continue to do all we 
can to run a covid safe and operational school. 

As a school we have not escaped the regular 
reporting of cases of students with positive covid 
cases. As a total population we are up to 16% of 
our students who have tested positive to date. 
We have had a mix of very minor symptoms, to 
heavier flu like symptoms and even a couple of 
hospitalisations. Happy to report that the 
students with severe reactions are all doing fine 
now. With 20% of our students also being 
asthmatic, it is important that we all do what we 
can to monitor all symptoms whilst positive 
cases are still being identified. 
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WHAT’S  ON  AT SPS… 
 
 
 
TERM 1 WEEK 5 
 
Mon 28 February Premier’s Reading Challenge 

begins 
 
Tues 1 March Winmalee HS Expo 
 
TERM 1 WEEK 6 
 
Thur 10 March Selective High Test   
  
TERM 1 WEEK 8 
  
Fri 25 March School Photo Day 
 
TERM 1 WEEK 9 
 
Thur 31 March  Honour Assembly 
Fri 1st April  Kinder Teddy Bears Picnic 
 
TERM 1 WEEK 10 
 
Fri 8 April Billy Cart Derby 
Fri 8 April  Last Day of Term 
 
 
 
 

 
Term Dates 2022: 
 
Term 1 – 1 February to 8 April 
Term 2 – 27 April to 1 July 
Term 3 – 19 July to 23 September 
Term 4 – 10 October to 16 December 

 



     

 

 

                                                                

The new guidelines include –  

1. Masks will no longer be required by staff 
and students in primary schools as of 
Monday 7th of March. Springwood PS 
staff will continue to wear masks if they 
choose and students are more than 
welcome to continue wearing masks. 

2. Cohorting is no longer required. This 
means we can now mix students in the 
playground, at assemblies, sport, dance, 
cheer, SRC, band, music and so. 

3. If parents are entering the Administration 
building, (glass doors) they must check in 
using the QR Code. You will no longer 
need to wait outside the glass doors and 
phone the office. As a school we have 
been very vigilant with our COVID safe 
practices and the safety of all members of 
the school community continues to be our 
number one priority. Parents picking up 
early or dropping students late must 
check in at the front office at all times. 
Students are never taken to, or collected 
from, their classrooms. 

4. Our De Chair Avenue gate and Burns Rd 
bush parking gate will continue to be 
locked at 9.25am and unlocked at 
3.25pm. This has nothing to do with 
covid, this is our safety procedure for our 
students who have absconding issues. All 
entry and exit from the school between 
9.25am and 3.25pm is from the Burns Rd 
crossing gate. Please make sure you 
close the gate after yourself. 

5. The Rapid Antigen Tests are now at 
Symptomatic Testing level. This means 
that tests are to be used at your discretion 
if your child is symptomatic or if there are 
cases in their grade. Department of 
Education will no longer be distributing 
RATs as they are more freely available in 
shops and outlets. 

6. Our school will continue to ensure our 
layered covid-smart measures are in 
place, including staff vaccinations, as 
mandated by the Government, 
maximizing natural ventilation in learning 

spaces, continued good hygiene 
practices and enhanced cleaning. 

7. We will definitely be holding a range of 
events with the help of parents in coming 
weeks. This includes the Pop Up Uniform 
shop sales, Billy Cart Derby and Honour 
Assembly. The Uniform Shop will also be 
back to operating as per normal and 
accessible to parents when open. 

 

As already stated, we will be navigating the 
coming weeks in a safe and sensible manner. 
Covid is not over and we are not suddenly safe 
and immune to any dangers due to the changing 
of the guidelines. We thank you for your 
understanding, patience, empathy and support 
during these very complex times. 

You will be, and have always been, provided 
with very clear and concise communication 
throughout the whole pandemic. If you are ever 
in any doubt about anything, please call the 
office on 4751 1333 and we will do all we can to 
help no matter what. All notes are distributed via 
Skoolbag, Schoolbytes and on our website. 

Now for some happy news! We have selected 
our first Star Students for the year. The Star 
Student program is part of our Positive 
Reinforcement program and the outline of the 
Star Student program is included in this 
newsletter. Congratulations to our March Star 
Students. They will be presented with their 
badges, certificates and join the Principal for 
lunch in the coming week. 

 

Annual School Photo day is Friday 25th of March. 
Information regarding online ordering will be 
sent home on Monday 7th of March. 

 

 

 

 

 



     

 

 

                                                                

2022 School Fees 

The fee structure for this year has now been set. We 
rely on this income to support the programs in the 
school that we would otherwise not be able to afford 
to run. These funds give the students the best 
possible resources to supplement their education.  
 
Voluntary Contribution Fee is: 
 
$50 for the 1st child,  $30 for the 2nd child  
 
up to a total of $80 per family (2 or more children).  
 
The Resource Fee is a mandatory payment as we 
have to pay for these additional supplies for the 
students. The fee for each stage, which is called a 
Resource Fee is set at $50 per child.  
 
This includes textbooks, exercise books, a resource 
pack for use in the classroom, subscriptions to 
different classroom teaching programs as well as 
other incidentals as required by students e.g. craft 
materials, etc.   
Statements of Account have been emailed out this 
week – please note that no invoice will be issued.         
Thank you. 

 
The POP UP Second Hand Uniform 
stalls have been postponed to 
Tuesday 15th and Thursday 17th of 
March. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 15th March 

Thursday 17th March 



     

 

 

                                                                

 

 

 

  



     

 

 

                                                                

I am incredibly excited to tell you that 
Darrell Lea Chocolate bilbies are exclusively 
in Woolworths right now - for the first time 
in 4 years! 

 

 
This is entirely due to the work of “Save the 

Bilbies” amazing community of supporters - 

thank you Springwood PS for being one of 

them.  

  

Just to refresh your memory, back in 2020 a 

campaign called 'Bilbies Not Bunnies!' was 

launched. The aim was to let big national 

supermarkets know that Australians very much 

want to continue to celebrate the incredible little 

Aussie battler that is the bilby at Easter time.  

 

Bunnies, while almost as cute as bilbies, are a 

non-native feral pest and it just doesn't seem 

right for Australia to be visited by the Easter 

Bunny when we have our own symbol of hope 

and new life. At Easter Germans are visited by 

foxes bringing gifts and the Swedish have 

cuckoos bring their chocolate eggs, so we want 

Australians to celebrate a unique native species 

which deserves our attention much more than a 

bunny.  

 

The campaign meant that the community sent 

letters directly via email to Coles & Woolworths' 

head offices, asking for chocolate bilbies at 

Easter time. Many also printed a copy of the 

letter and handed it in at their local stores. We 

also heard of people who approached Darrell 

Lea directly.  

  

The power of the people actually worked!   

  

Thank you to all those who got involved. You are 

amazing!   

  

Now - quick, get yourself to a Woolies store or 

their online service asap and stock up before 

word fully gets out!   

   

P.S. check out the cute heart shaped nose!  

  

With much gratitude on behalf of our precious  

 

Bilbies,  
 

Mrs Tracey McManus.  

  

  

 

 


